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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated - it appears from the applicant's statement (spec, page 4, 
para. #10) that this figure only discloses a "known" network that supports the claims and 
is not a novel network as described by the claims. If so, then this figure should be 
labeled as prior art . See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the 
page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing 
figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 8-11 and 15-18 rejected under 35 U;S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Graefen US 2004/0082317. 

As per claims 1, 8 and 15, Graefen teaches a multimedia telecommunications 
network having facilities for providing a voicemail and multimedia mail service to a 
subscriber (figure 3 shows network and P38 teaches voicemail while P#30 teaches 
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multimedia messaging), a method of sending a personalized outgoing voicemail or 
multimedia mail message to a caller (P#10-12), the method comprising: 

storing the subscriber's personalized outgoing voicemail and multimedia mail 
messages at a first network element (P#23 teaches storing profile and 
voicemail/multimedia messages at mobile or at network); 

receiving a call having a unique caller ID for the subscriber at a second network 
element AND determining at the second network element whether the subscriber has 
activated (P#32) the service and whether the subscriber is unavailable to take the call 
(P#26 teaches determining caller's ID and responding appropriately. Also see P#27); 

where the service has been activated by the subscriber and the subscriber is 
unavailable to take the call, forwarding the call to the first network element (P#26-27 
teaches responding, if activated, with a special message, eg. "I'm in a meeting", when 
unavailable) 

analyzing at the first network element the caller ID of the call to determine which 
of the stored outgoing messages is an appropriate outgoing message for the caller 
(P#26 teaches determining which message to send based on caller ID) ; and 

playing the appropriate outgoing message to the caller (P#26-27 teaches 
sending an appropriate message to the caller, also see figure 1 , #1 14/#1 16 and figure 
7, #702, #704, #708, #710, #712). 

As per claims 2, 9 and 16, Graefen teaches claim 1/8/15, wherein the network 
includes an IP multimedia subsystem (figures 3-5 show connections to the Internet 
which inherently requires support for the IP Protocol. Also see P#34 and #39 which 
details connections to the Internet). 

As per claims 3, 10 and 17, Graefen teaches claim 2/9/16, wherein the first 
network element comprises a voicemail/multimedia mail server (P#8, #31 and #38 
discuss interaction with a voice mail system/server. Since Graefen discloses support 
for multimedia, the primary examiner interprets that Graefen's design inherently use a 
multimedia server). 
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As per claims 4, 11 and 18, Graefen teaches claim 3/10/17, wherein the second 
network element comprises a call session control function (Figures 3-5 disclose cellular 
and terrestrial networks connected to various other systems/functions such as the 
Internet. The cellular and terrestrial networks inherently comprise support for controlling 
a call session(s) as supported by the MSC, BSC and BTS's - see P#33). 

The primary examiner takes Official Notice that MSC, BSC and BTS's provide 
control of call sessions. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5. 12 and 19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Graefen and further in view of Weiland et al. US 6,522,876. 

As per claims 5, 12 and 19, Graefen teaches claim 1/11/1 5, but is silent on 
wherein the service is activated by entering a feature activation code. 

The primary examiner notes that (figure 6 shows a mobile phone with user input 
#622 and profile configuration logic #612 connected to profiles #608/#610. Graefen 
discloses the user activating/selecting different profiles. Also see P#30 and P#32). 

With further regard to claim 19, Graefen teaches wherein the service is 
activated by using the Internet (P#34 discloses sending/receiving SMS messages 
to/from the Internet, hence a PC user would use an Internet-connected PC to activate 
the service). 

Weiland specifically discloses a user activating/deactivating a function by using 
feature codes: 
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"...When a subscriber (e.g., person or machine) sends a 
feature code string to a serving system, the serving system 
itself may respond to the feature code by employing logic to 
activate, deactivate or modify a service feature for the 
subscriber../'. (C5, L26-67) . 

x \.As still another example, the designated action may be 
sending a message to another entity, which causes the other 
entity to change the service logic for the subscriber or for 

another subscriber For instance, a profile management code that 

is custom-defined for a particular subscriber might mean to a 
central control point that the central control point should 
generate and send to another central control point a standard 
feature code to carry out some predefined function. For example, 
although the standard feature code for activating voice mail in 
a given wireless network might be M *35' ! , a central control point 
could be programmed specifically for a given subscriber to treat 
the code "22" from that subscriber as a request to activate the 
subscriber's voice mail. Upon receipt of that customized code 
from the subscriber, the central control point might then 
generate and send the standard feature code "*35" to the 
subscriber's HLR, instructing the HLR to activate the 
subscriber's voice mail. In this way, the subscriber could use 
the custom-defined string "22" to activate voice mail, without 
having to remember the standard feature code "*35". Of course, 
other examples are possible as well ...." (C8, L21-53) . 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Graefen, such that the service is activated by entering a feature activation code, 
to support well known phone control means whereby the user can change features on 
their phone via feature activation code(s). 
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Claims 6 and 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Graefen and further in view of Begeja et al. US 6,571 ,094. 

As per claims 6, and 13, Graefen teaches claim 1/11, but is silent on wherein 
the service is activated by using the Internet. 

Grafen does teach (P#34) sending/receiving SMS messages to/from the Internet, 
hence a PC user would use an Internet-connected PC to activate the service. 

Further to this point, Begeja teaches "a subscriber to a remote call 
forwarding feature on a wire-line telephone line associated with 
a PBX (101) or central office (402), hereinafter, a "user", can 
enable that feature by entering a feature code from an IP 
terminal (112, 412). The user enters a feature code from his/her 
IP terminal (112, 412), which feature code is received by a 
remote server (for example, server 110) having access to an IP 
user directory (113, 413), hereinafter, for example, an active 
user registry (AUR) database, and forwards necessary information 
for invoking the feature in a determined manner to a Service 
Control Point (SCP) (106, 406) . The SCP recognizes the feature 
code as a request to invoke the remote call forwarding feature 
on the user's wire-line telephone so that calls directed to that 
wire-line telephone are forwarded to, for example, the user's 
cellular phone . Receipt of that feature code by the SCP, 
identifies the cellular phone 1 s Electronic Serial Number (ESN) 
from a provided cellular phone number or Mobile Identification 
Number (MIN) and identifies the user and the feature to be 
invoked for that user..." (Abstract, figures 1-4 and C3, L22 to C4, L15). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Graefen, such that the service is activated by using the Internet, to provide 
means for the user to modify their phone's features if/when the phone is not nearby or in 
their possession. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 14 and 20 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record does not disclose or fairly suggest . .wherein each of the 
subscriber's personalized outgoing voicemail and multimedia mail messages includes at 
least three fields, the fields comprising a message field, an associated caller ID field, 
and a feature activation status field..." 

The primary examiner interprets this to mean that each of the subscriber's 
personalized outgoing voicemail and multimedia mail messages to the Caller includes 
at least three fields, the fields comprising a message field, an associated caller ID field, 
and a feature activation status field whereby said Caller can see/hear these three 
fields in the received message . 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. Rautilaetal. US 6,631,183 

2. Takeda et al. US 6,928,152 

3. Muller US 6,295,341 

4. Higuchi et al. US 6,275,690 

5. Swan et al. US 6,226,379 

6. Buhrmann et al. US 5,933,778 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. D'Agosta whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7862. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Stephen D'Agosta 
Primary Examiner 
8-15-2005 




